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Key Facts about Enfield’s Young Children & Their Families
· Enfield has 1,953 children under age 5.2
· Of the 19 early child care centers in Enfield only five are NAYC (National Association of Education for Young Children) accredited.  There is one Head Start program.

· Minority student enrollment has steadily increased from 10% to 25% from 2000 to 2014.  While diversity enhances the community overall, it is challenging to provide culturally competent early child care and education for all children, including immigrant families with limited English language proficiency.  In 2014, there were 30 different languages spoken in the homes of students of Enfield’s Public Schools.  The number of ELL (English Language Learners) students in K-3rd Grade is 66. Fourteen percent of Enfield Head Start students were ELL in the 2017/2018 school year.
· In 2017, Enfield Public Schools enrolled 315 kindergartners. This is a decrease from the 415 enrolled in 2014. 28% of Kindergartners came to school with no preschool experience which is less than 2014 when 35% without preschool experience. 
· Out of the 315 kindergarten students, 143 qualify for free lunch and 21 qualify for reduced.

· 223 preschool enrollments in the Enfield Public Schools, 2017-2018. 

· There were 321 births in Enfield from July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014, and 112 referrals to Birth to Three, with 112 being served.
· In the 2016/2017 school year 79 three and four-year old’s qualified for special education. 65 of these children were enrolled in the Enfield Public School Integrated Preschool and 14 were enrolled in the Enfield Head Start program.  The spectrum of diagnosis for the Integrated Preschool was: Developmental Delays (41), Autism (12), speech (7), Multiple Disabilities (3), and Hearing Impairment (1).  In addition, there were 18 children receiving itinerant Speech therapy, but did not participate in the preschool program.  The 14 Head Start children received speech services. 

· 36.1% of Enfield Public School students qualified for free and reduced lunch in 2013/2014 compared to 23.4% in the 2006/2007 school year.
· Poverty rate (2012-2016) 8.2% in Enfield and 10.4% in CT. 1
· The following is what the parents on the Head Start waiting list requested for hours: 54% six-hour day, 14% ten-hour day, 18% part-day, and 28% the summer program.

· Temporary Family Assistance (CTA) 132, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance (SNAP) 1,752. 2
· The Enfield Head Start program data documented the decrease in need for care from 7:00-7:30 a.m. to 4:30-5:00 p.m. During the 2016-2017 school year only two families needed this time. This year, 2017-2018 school year, four families occasionally use these times, but said they didn’t really need them. For the 2018-2019 school year the extended day families stated the 7:00-7:30 and 4:30 to 5:00 times were not needed. 
Early Education and Care Resources

· There is one Head Start program in Enfield that has 104 slots.
· There are 28 School Readiness slots in Enfield.
· There is a total of 92 students in the Enfield Public Schools Integrated Preschool program for the 2017/2018 school year.
· The Enfield Public Schools received grant money to open four preschool classrooms for a total of 70 slots.  These slots are for Enfield and Hartford students.
· Care 4 Kids subsidized 313 children in 2014, down from 368 in 2010. 3
Health and Environmental Issues

· Childhood Obesity (which can lead to juvenile diabetes, high blood pressure, heart disease, and social/emotional concerns).  In the 2016/2017 school year, approximately 31% of children enrolled in Enfield Head Start had a Body Mass Index considered to be overweight/Obese. This decrease in the 2017/2018 school year to 20%.
· Tooth decay is the most common and chronic disease in Children and causes debilitating pain, along with academic and social problems. In Enfield, the problem is intensified because many households’ water is provided by a company which does not fluoridate.

· Asthma diagnoses in 2008/2009 of Connecticut children were 13.1% reported as confirmed asthmatics, and the highest percentage of asthma-related hospital visits was for children under 10. At Enfield Head Start during the 2016/2017 school year 15% of the children had asthma or received treatment for asthma symptoms. This went down to 9% in 2017/2018.
· Domestic Violence/Neglect. In 2015 the State Department of Children and Families had substantiated 41 reports of abuse/neglect/uncared for children.  This is down from the 130 in 2010.
· Homelessness. In the 2016/2017 school year, 24 of the 100 families participating in Enfield Head Start reported a period of homelessness. This decreased in the 2017/2018 school year to 10%.
Resources for Families with Young Children

· Enfield Family Resource Center: Educational home visits, developmental screenings, and parenting groups, parent and child playgroups.
· Nurturing Families Network: Support for expectant and first-time parents.
· Enfield Recreation Department: Play groups and enrichment classes for children birth to 5.
· Enfield Public Schools Partnership Program: Literacy, math, and school transition workshops and a variety of events for parents of children PreK to grade 3.
· Enfield Public Libraries: First Steps Program, Story Hour Programs, and parent and teacher collections which focus on literacy.
· Enfield Adult Education: Provides educational childcare and literacy activities for children whose parents are in English as a Second Language or GED classes.
· Parent Leadership Academy: Provides leadership training and opportunities for parents to be agents of change in the community.
· “Magic Carpet” town wide public bus service.
· Full day Kindergarten
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